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assent, to dismiss a prime minister (provided that he can
find another), or to dissolve Parliament.6 The King, or his
representative, does not exercise all the prerogatives tradi-
tionally attached to his office in England; for example, under
certain circumstances he may exercise the power of pardon
but not the prerogative of conferring honours, creating courts
of law, or coinage.7 The actual choice and appointment of
the governor-general has diverged little from the usual
Dominion practice. From 1910 to the Imperial Conference
of 1926, the British government was responsible for his
appointment although it regularly consulted the government
at Pretoria. After 1926 the commission of appointment was
countersigned by the South African prime minister, who made
the recommendation to the King. In 1937 Sir Patrick
Duncan, then a minister in the Cabinet, was made governor-
general, the first citizen-of the Union to be so chosen.

The active executive or Cabinet broadly resembles its
counterpart in the other Dominions and Great Britain. As
in Australia, the ministers must within three months become
members of either house, and abide by the salient conventions
which regulate the conduct of British ministers. Yet the
Cabinet exhibits some idiosyncrasies or departures from the
British model, attributable in the main to the character of
political parties in South Africa and to the traditions which
have stemmed from the Trekker republics. In the republican
era some of the executive councillors were elected by the
Volksraad and some were nominated by the president.
Unanimity in opinion and collective responsibility were not
demanded; members were not required to agree either with
the president or with one another. This republican tradition
of a very loosely organized executive, coupled with the
*The special instance pertains to bills limiting the special leave to appeal
from the Supreme Court of South Africa to the King-in-Council. See the Status
of Union Act, section 10.
rrhe subject is discussed in Kennedy and Schlosberg, Law and Custom of
the South African Constitution, 125-38. Also H. J. Mandelbrote, "The Royal
Prerogative in the Union" (South African Law Journal, LIU, 426-40).